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Secretary—D. P. Oates Z ‘ A A Shelby, N. C., R. F. D. 1 

Pastor—Rev. R. D. Harris, B. P. : ; 5 . Charlotte, N. C. 
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WATCH-WORD 
“On to Shoal Creek Baptist Church” 


oo) 


MOTTO 
“Let us Carry with us the Sword of the Spirit which is the Word of God 
and Fight for the Master’s Cause.” 


oo) 


Next session will convene with the Shoal Creek Baptist Church, 
two miles northwest, of Earl, N. C., on the Southern Railroad and six 
miles southeast of Shelby, N. C., Thursday before the Fourth Sunday in 
September 1925. 

io 
LOFTIN & CO., PRINTERS a 
GASTONIA, N. C. 


2 MINUTES OF THIRTY-FIFTH ANNUAL SESSION 


ROLL OF CHURCH DELEGATES 


Pine Grove—W. M. Ramsuer, D. H. Woods and A. Moss. 
Green-Bethel—Willie Blanton and J. W. Wadkins. 
Ebenezer—N. H. ‘Hall and W. L. Logan. 

Center—L. M. Lineberger. 

Mt. Olive—J. Castsel. 

Eskridge Grove—William Logan and L. J. Jordan. 
Long Branch—Rev. J. V. Gist and George Bryant. 
Washington—D. L. Patterson and C. F. Roberts. 
St. Peter—E. M. Black and R. C. Cannedy. 
Shiloh—W. Earls, J. R. McCombs and J. G. Young. 
Hopewell—S. T. Williamson and D. A. Conwell. 
Ellis Chapel—W. Degree and Lewis Robbs. 
Fairview—A. H. Black. 

First Church of Earl—O. W. Catlin. 

Morning Star—T. W. Bostic. 

Mt. Pisgah—T. N. Carson. 

Macedonia—Henry McDowell. 

Mt. Pleasant—Charles Nickerson. 

Zion Hill—Richard Ingram. 
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LICENTIATE MINISTERS OF THE ASSOCIATION 


Bro. D. A. Conwell, Bro. J. W. Boyce, Bro. C. C. Corry, Bro. D. A. 
Costner, Bro. C. M. McBrayer. 


ANNUAL MEMBERS 
Bros. W. Earls and W. T. Torrence 


COMMITTEE 
C. F. Roberts, J. G. Young and W. L. Logan 


Proceedings 


The Ebenezer Baptist Association met in its Thirty-Fifth An- 
nual Session with the Pine Grove Baptist Church, Blacksburg, S. 
C., September, 25, 1924. 


The Vice-Moderator, Rev. E. E. Hart, conducted the devo- 
tional service, lined hymn No. 248 C. M., ‘““Amazing Grace How 
Sweet the Sound,” etc., read as a Scripture lesson Psalm 25th 
chapter, twelve verses. Prayer was offered by Bro. W. T. Tor- 
rence. 


Following the Praise service the Moderator, Rev. W. A. Rob- 
erts, made some preliminary remarks and declared the house ready 
for business. 


The Secretary read the program for the session. The same 
was adopted by the Association as its guide. The Moderator 
appointed the following named committees: Enrollment, Finance 
and Organization. The body was enrolled by the payment of 
twenty-five cents. 

Time having arrived for the Introductory Sermon by the ap- 
pointee, Rev. J. W. Bridges, being absent, the Alternate, Rev. 
A. H. Hopper, accompanied by Rev. E. E. Hart, who lined hymn 
No. 492 C. M., “Amazing Sight the Savior Stands,” etc., sang by 
the congregation. Rev. G. Knox address, The Throne of Grace. 
The Moderator introduced the speaker of the hour, Rev. A. H. 
Hopper, who arose, gave for a text Philippians 4:8, ‘Finally 
brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are hon- 
est, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, what- 
soever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; 
if there be any virtue, if there be any praise, think on these 
things.” 

Rev. Hopper preached an interesting sermon. Bros. L. M. 
Lineberger and J. W. Wadkins lifted the collection, amounting 
to $8.22. 

Time now arrived to adjourn for dinner. The body adjourn- 
ed. Benediction by Rev. E. E. Hart. 


THURSDAY AFTERNOON SESSION 


The Association reconvened, and joined in the praise service 
led by Bros. Lewis Robbs and D. C. Corry. After a very spirit- 
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ed service, the Moderator declared the house ready for business. 
By order of the day the minutes of the previous session were 
read, and stood approved. ‘The report on Organization was read 
by Bro. W. Earls. See report. The same was adopted by mo- 
tion. 


REPORT OF ORGANIZATION COMMITTEE 


We, your Committee on Organization, beg leave to report: we 
recommend Rev. W. A. Roberts, Moderator; Vice-Moderator, Rev. 
E. E. Hart; Recording Secretary, Bro. D. P. Oates; Bro. D. H. 
Woods, Coresponding Secretary; Bro. W. M. Ramsuer, Treasurer. 


W. EARLS, 

N. H. HALL, 

EK. BLACK, 

A. MOSS, 

LEWIS ROBBS, 

D. A. CONWELL, 

J. W. WADKINS, 
‘Committee. 


A motion prevailed that Dr. S. E. Baker install the officers. 
By motion Rev. W. M. Neely escorted the officers in their order 
to position upon the floor. Dr. Baker delivered the charge to 
each of them; he was master of the situation. Rev. W. A. Rob- 
erts, the Moderator, expressed his gratitude to the body for the 
confidence imposed in him as Moderator for a number of years. | 


Rev. R. D. Harris, presiding. By order of the day, the letters 
were brought forward, and read by the Secretary. 

Churches that were short with their Educational and Repre- 
sentaticnal money are as follows: Shiloh, Washington, New 
Zion Hill and Macedonia. By motion these churches were given 
thirty days’ time to forward the money to the Secretary or 
Treasurer. 

Bro. W. T. Torence begged leave of absence, the same was 
granted by motion. Before his going he left $1.00 for the Educa- 
tional Rally. The same was paid in. é 

_ By motion the body stood adjourned for dinner. Benediction 
by Bro. J. W. Boyce. 


THURSDAY EVENING SESSION 


The body reconvening pursuant to time and joined in Devo- 
tional service, led by Bros. N. H. Hall and T. N. Carson. 

By order of the day the Welcome Program was rendered on 
behalf of the city by Rev. John C. Johnson, on behalf of the 
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church by Mrs. H. E. Edwards, on behalf of the pastors by Rev. 
G. Knox, on behalf of the B. Y. P. U. by Miss Dorothy Woods, 
on behalf of the Mission Circle by Mrs. Susan McBrayer. The 
Program of Welcome was unique. 

The choir voiced beautiful melodies, all of which made us feel 
welcome indeed. Bro. D. A. Costner was asked to respond to 
the Welcome Program. He was master of the task. 


Time now arrived for the Moderator’s Annual Address. The 
Vice-Moderator, Rev. E. E. Hart, introduced the Moderator, Rev. 
W. A. Roberts, to the congregation, who arose and delivered a 
very excellent address. Rev. R. D. Harris submitted a motion 
that a special committee be appointed on the Moderator’s Ad- 
dress. 


Time having arrived for the sermon, the Moderator introduced 
the speaker of the hour, Rev. W. M. Neely, who arose and gave 
for a text, Matt. 20:27, “Whosoever will be chief among you, let 
him be your servant.” Subject, Service. Rev. Neely impressed 
us that we should render real service. Rev. Knox led in singing 
“T Heard the Voice of Jesus Say Come Unto Me and Rest.” A 
contribution was solicited by Bros. D. A. Costner and W. Degree, 
amounting to $6.10. The choir rendered choice melodies preced- 
ing, and after, the sermon. 


Time now arrived to stand adjourned. Benediction by Dr. S. 
E. Baker. 


FRIDAY MORNING SESSION 


The Association reconvened at 9:30, in Praise service, con- 
ducted by Rev. J. B. Mance and Bro. L. M. Lineberger. After 
a very delightful Praise service the Moderator made some pre- 
liminary remarks, relative to the dispatch of business, and an- 
nounced the house ready for business. A motion prevailed that 
the minutes of the previous session be read; the same were read 
and, by motion, adopted. By order of the day the Roll was 
called for, and by motion, was deferred until noon. 

Just here the late arriving delegates were asked to bring their 
Church letters to the table. The Moderator asked Bro. D. A. 
Costner to read the same. A motion prevailed that the letter of 
Mt. Olive Church be turned over to the Committee on New 
Churches. 


The report of the Committee on New Churches was made by 
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Rev. R. D. Harris. (See report). By motion, the report was 
adopted. 


REPORT OF NEW CHURCHES COMMITTEE 


We, your Committee on new churches, submit the following ap- 
plication from Mt. Pleasant Baptist church to the Ebenezer Asso- 
ciation. We, your Committee, after examination find the church 
rgeularly organized by members of the Association, viz: D. H. 
Woods, Rev. W. A. Roberts, regular missionary Baptist. We rec- 
ommend its membership to this Association. 

Respectfully, 


W. EARLS, 
W. M. RAMSUER, 
R. D. HARRIS. 


A motion was in order, and passed, that a Boundary Line in 
the Church be from the second window forward for the members 
of the Association. 


A motion prevailed that all visitors be introduced to the body. 
The following guests were introduced, viz: Bros. Samuel Stevison, 
W. M. Deck, Revs. J. W. Woods, of the Zion connection, and 
John Adams, of the C. M. E. connection. 


Each one expressed their pleasure to meet the body. By the 
request of the Moderator, Rev. S. E. Baker, D.D., presented by 
Rev. R. D. Harris, B.P., consented to be the teacher of the special 
Bible lesson upon the important subject, The Lord’s Supper. Dr. 
Baker made a very vivid explanation upon the subject, which 
should be remembered by those who heard him. 


Bro. W. M. Ramsaur led in singing, “‘Will There Be Any 
Stars in My Crown.” Dr. Harris spoke upon the subject, dis- 
cussed the recipients of the Lord’s Supper, placing great stress 
for the need of Christians taking the Supper in full remembrance 
of the death and suffering of Jesus Christ. Rev. J. B. Nance, 
spoke upon the subject, saying in part that we should prepare 
ourselves to be recipients. Bro. J. W. Wadkins said in part that 
we had no excuse for not taking the Lord’s Supper. Rev. W. W. 
Price spoke upon the subject, emphasized the fact that the Word 
of God should be our guide. 


Thus closed a very excellent lesson. A collection was raised 
by W. M. Logan and R. C. Canedy, amounting to $7.00. 
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Time now arrived to stand adjourned for dinner. Benediction 
by Rev. W. W. Price. 


FRIDAY AFTERNOON SESSION—EDUCATIONAL DAY 


The Association reconvened and joined in Praise Service led by 
Bros. J. V. Gist and G. J. Surratte, following the praise service 
the Moderator declared the house ready for business. 


By motion, the Roll was called and the same stood approved. 


A motion prevailed to hear the reading of the minutes of the 
morning session. The minutes were read and, by motion, adopted. 

Just here the Treasurer made his report. The report was 
adopted. 


REPORT OF TREASURER 


Report of Treasurer—Brought forward, 1922_____ $ 17.09 
Received at Green-Bethel; 1923 .- eget 525.49 
ut DY g)e52)) Me ee STAC 5 a a Ua! RR SR $542.58 
Barapa soc erayto re wee ate IL WAR IN YEE $ 10.00 
Paid aVace=Moderators ==) ee 2a ant Lae eo 2.50 
PadeNecor dines CCLeta Vase aaa A) arpa 14.00 
Paid Correspondines Secretary). ae ee 7.07 
Pb aide inca nei, 2 ete ee eee ae es Se 6.00 
al auORpiamp lore shame See I ye TN 8.00 
JEEEWKOIASY SD ctofooY pes Yet hes Ls | a aa fe 3.00 
PardeDistripubionyoteVnmutesia= =. aaah ee es 3.00 
seal lle ne aityyy tee eee Ae Sg fala 6.97 
Pade LOST an Spas eee een cuca nt) SMR ee WN 6.50 
Paid Superannuated Ministers .______________-__ 13.18 
TEETICOL ING ROQUY Ee ES) Se POs SYA a Pa 2 60.00 
Paid nionwehreasumergysdss Linh Tales tir eae) tele 325.00 
MotalgsrarcdmOwtevecees ee aee Tied Le $465.22 $465.22- 
Balamcesonmerlan diate s Re ee ied) i $ 77.36 


Yours in Christ, 
W. M. RAMSUER, Treasurer. 
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REPORT OF FINANCE COMMITTEE 


We, your Committee on Finance, beg leave to report the follow- 
ing: 


Fimxrollimental ee si aah mck 0) RRR NS oe 0 EN ie $ 14.85 
Purblichi€ olleet to ray ae a ac A 2 Ne Pe lpr 2132 
Bducational Rally 22 eye _ Mama ee est Te IN a easy 100.50 

otal eAmnount eRaATSedy 1 = — - SemmeeE NDS al ek eee ne $454.23 


J. R. McCOMBS, 

REV. G. KNOX, 

L. M. LINEBERGER, 
W. M. RAMSUER. 


The report on Time and Place was submitted by Bro. C. F. 
Roberts. The report stood approved. 


REPORT OF TIME AND PLACE COMMITTEE 
We, your Committee on Time and Place, beg leave to make the 

following report: That the next sitting of the Association will 
convene with the Shoal Creek Baptist church, 2 1-2 miles west of 
Earls, Thursday before the fourth Sunday in September, 1925, at 10 
o’clock p. m., and Rev. G. Knox to preach the introduction sermon; 
alternate, Bro. D. A. Costner. 

BRO. J. R. MecCOMBS, Chairman. 

C. F. ROBERTS, Secretary. 


The report on Temperance was made by Bro. D. L. Patterson. 
The report was approved. 


REPORT OF TEMPERANCE COMMITTEE 
We, your Committee on Temperance, submit the following report: 

Whereas, we see that intemperance is detrimental to our race, and 
to the human family and leading our boys and girls down. We rec- 
ommend that we abstain from it, and that we do all we can in our 
communities to cry it down and raise the standard above intem- 
perance. 

REV. G. KNOX, 

A. BROWN, 

D. L. PATTERSON, 

‘Committee. 


Time now arrived for the special subject, Shall we help make 


W. U. A. a State Accredited School? Bro. D. H.. Woods, the 


chairman of the Trustee Board, Rev. G. E. Hogue, Dr. Baker, and 
Rey. R. J. Davidson, ABS.T.B. , Principal of W. U. A. 
The leading thought of each ‘of these speakers, was that we 


Sie a ee 


j 
‘ 
q 
7 


EBENEZER BAPTIST ASSOCIATION 9 


should make our school a State Accredited one. Rev. Hogue said 
that the Gold Hill Organizations had shouldered the responsibility 
of placing a laboratory within a few days. The same has been 
placed in the school building. Rev. Prof. Davidson said in part 
that he had prayed for four years that W. U. A. would be a State 
Accredited School. We have the number of buildings and the 
Curriculum are o.k. And, too, wé have the number of efficient 
teachers. Therefore, he believed that his prayers would be ans- 
wered. 

The Committee on Special Resolution was made by Rev. 
Harris. (See report). The same stood approved. 


REPORT OF SPECIAL RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE 
We, your Committee on Resolutions, submit the following: Where- 
as so little stress is laid on missions, we recommend that each 
church in our Association adopt hte penny system. 
2. Recommendation No. 2 be confirmed as recommendation to 
the Educational Union. 
3. Recommendation 3d also be referred to the Union for confirma- 
tion. Be it further resolved, that the Presidnet’s address be a part 
of the Minutes. 
Respectfully, 

REV. R. D. HARRIS, 

REV. J. W. BOYS, 

BRO. D. H. WOODS, 

BRO. W. SARLS, 

BRO. E. M. BLACK. 


A resolution was offered by Rev. R. D. Harris; the same was 
adopted. 


RESOLUTION 
Whereas, we the combined Association, comprising the territory 
of the Educational Union of W. N. C. and N. S. C., be it resolved, 
that this Association consider ways and means to feed the dele- 
gates one day during the celebration of the 50th Anniversary of 

our Educational Union at Spindale, N. C. 

Respectfully, 
R. D. HARRIS. 


Rev. J. V. Gist and Bro. A. H. Black left $2.00 each for the 
Educational Rally Friday evening. 
Time having arrived to stand adjourned, the body stood ad- 
journed. Benediction by Rev. W. M. Neely. 
FRIDAY EVENING SESSION 


The Assembly reconvened pursuant to time. Praise led by 
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Bros. J. W. Boyce and A. Brown. The Moderator led in singing, 
“Tl] Live on Through Eternity.” Just here the choir rendered 
a song of praise. 

Time now arrived for special sermon. Rev. C. F. Gingles 
lined hymn No. 196 C. M., ‘““‘Come Holy Spirit, Heavenly Dove,” 
etc., was sung by the congregation. 

Prayer was offered by Rev. J. P. Waide. Second hymn No. 
559 L. M., “Go Preach My Gospel Saith the Lord.” Following 
this song the young men, composing the Quartet Jubilee Singers 
of Green-Bethel Baptist Church, voiced choice selections to the 
delight of all who heard them. Following the rendition of the 
melodies sang by the young men, the Moderator introduced the 
speaker of the hour, Rev. S. E. Baker, A.B., D.D., to the con- 
gregation. Dr. Baker arose and gave for a text Matt. 22:32, 
“God is not the God of the dead, but of the living.” From this 
text Dr. Baker emphasized the importance of being a part and 
partial of the God of the living. He preached a great sermon. 
Prayer was offered by Rev. J. M. Coxe. Bros. F. Ross and W. 
M. Ramsuer lifted the contribution Educational Rally, amount- 
ing to $100.50. By motion the following brethren were granted 
leave of absence, viz: J. W. Boyce and J. W. Wadkinss. 


FINANCIAL HONOR ROLL—FRIDAY EDUCATIONAL DAY 


BLO HEMEL OSS soi iene $6.10 Bros Weyl. Wogan) aes 2.00 
Bro. W. M. Ramsuer ____ 5.00 BRON MWR Hare Si seen ilies 2.00 
Rev. R. J. Davidson ____ 2.00 Bro. D. H. Woods _____-_ 2.00 
Rev. W. M. Neely _-_--- 2.00 Bro. L. M. Lineberger __ 2.00 
Ise le) IDS JBleneaiey us 2.00 Bros OF sWeeC@at lin) asses 2.00 
Rev. Gu! Vogue sie 2.00 Bro. J. R. McCombs ____ 2.25 
Rev. A. H. Hopper 222222 2.00 Bro! eR Ob Seas 2.00 
EREVAN MWe xr G Gaia ae 2.00 Bro. Ji. Wo Watkins eae 2.00 
Reval oii Gusti geese nae 2.000 Bros Wi) Blanton anaes 2.00 
Revi) Wi VAG Roberts) 2-2-0 0B B ro): JAN WIMIOS Ss) uae emec iene al 2.00 
Let epeon Gayl eG ake). meldee ies UAL. EAT 2.00@u Bro. J.) 1G. Young; . sae 2.00 
IBTO MAGNE ME lealC Ke ya meaeun 2.00 Bro. W. T. Torrence ___- 1.00 
Brodie ynblac kee hte a 2.008% Bro. Geos Bryant 2252258 2.00 
Brow. PS aROperts sce 1.00° Bro. D: L. Patterson __=* 1:00 
Browiki@s Canedyaaaew a 2.00 Bro. S. G. Williamson __~ 2.00 
BLO, Die Oates) ia eueeae 2-00FR Bros AU Brown eee eae 1.00 
Bros aN Carson) aoa 2.003 Bros =D) -A.. Conwell gece sae00 
BOAR C2 A@ornye ees sn 2-258) Bro. ,D. A. Costner ~2225> 2.50 
IBY ANI Webs Tete NM BAUD: READ IDA od Bln etg MeL 2.00 
Bro. end! dordon) 2 saues 2.00. Mrs. W. H. Ramsuer __-_ 0.50 
Bro. Ts) WaiiBostic (22 2ae 1 OORmeBro! (Ca CuCorny) oan e See 2.00 


Bro. W. Degree —---_--- 2.00 Mrs. Bessie Moye _----- 0.50 
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Time now arrived to stand adjourned. “Just as I am Without 
One Plea,” led by Dr. Baker, was sung by the congregation. 
Doxology was sung. Benediction by Dr. Baker. 


SATURDAY MORNING SESSION 


The Association reassembled at 10 o’clock in Praise service 
led by the Moderator, who led in singing, ‘““Am I a Soldier of the 
Cross.” Following the service the Moderator declared the house 
ready for business. By order of the day the minutse were called 
for; the same were read and, by motion, were adopied. 


Report of Committee on Statistics was made by Bro. J. G. 
Young. The report was adopted. 


Rev. W. M. Neely made report on Corresponding Messen- 
gers. The report stood approved by motion. 


REPORT OF CORRESPONDING MESSENGER COMMITTEE 


We, your Committee on Correspounding Messenger, ask leave to 
report: We recommend to the State Convention Rev. W. A. Roberts, 
to the Sandy River Association Rev. E. E. Hart, to the Thickety 
Mountain Association, Rev. A. H. Hopper, to the Woman’s Auxil- 
iary Bro. D. P. Oates. 


Respectfully submitted, 


W. M. NEELY, 
F. ROSS, 

J. W. WATKINS, 
T. Wo BOSTIC. 


The report on Resolution was made by Rev. R. D. Harris. 
By motion the report was adopted. 


The report on Sunday School was made by Rev. C. F. Gingles, 
upon motion to adopt this report it was caught on its passage, and 
ably discussed by Rev. R. D. Harris. The report on Sunday 
School stood approved. 


REPORT OF SUNDAY SCHOOL COMMITTEE 


Whereas, we see and know that the Sunday School is of vital im- 
portance to the growth of our churches. Be it resolved, that the 
church exercise Christian watchfulness over the Sunday School. 
To see that each officer is prepared both spiritually and intellectual- 
ly to perpetuate the Baptist doctrine. Resolved further, that we 
should instruct the Sunday Schools to use standard Baptist litera- 
ture. Resolve further, that this Association emphasize the fact 
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that each pastor give special aid to the Sunday schools in carrying 
out these resolutions. 


L. M. LINEBERGER, 

A. MOSS, 

J. G. YOUNG, 

C. F. GINGLES, 
Committee. 


The Moderator appointed a Committee on Resolution of 
Thanks, viz: Rev. C. F. Gingles, Rev. W. M. Neely, and Bro. 
GJ: ‘Surratte: : 

The following guests were introduced to the body by the 
Moderator, viz: Rev. W. M. Love, Rev. Jordan and Rev. E. A. 
Steward. 

The Committee on Time and Place made by Bro. L. M. 
Lineberger. The report was adopted, by motion. 

The report on Appropriation was made by Bro. W. Earls. A 
motion prevailed to adopt the report. 


REPORT OF APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE 


We, your Committee on Appropriations, beg leave to report we 
paid the different objects: 


Paid PVESTae mG |e! WRN oy SAMS AG els ha ear a NCE $10.00 
Paid! -Vice=Presidem tt); 160i ae 2 GDM MN ce eS iM a eee 2.50 
Paid) Recordings; Secreta nya. 1 J egRinis ped Nein GUUS aed Ae 14.00 
PaidiiCorrespondinie Seeneta wy, : eyes Sos aia siese aa si La nd elon 7.00 
Patel eas aren) 2 ee i ge ca NR SUF Mr UL eo OU 6.00 
PAT dS Oxchomiie a ei inal us eO !) hel ARERR tN ICS IR SR a aN 3.00 
Minutes\ardl 1) istrillo cio ray aN sity IN A 60.00 
FL Ot gS ae NN i RN 2 RS aS $92.50 
Paid: for Pro smamisy ate LMR aN ei ie) ei fra ee peed AN $ 6.00 
PaidsDistributiony of Mamuttes gies Pe asi ai ian aetna 1.50 
To! Winton: Wreasuy er kek MMs 29 NN eee ly Mp eM lg HU ane 350.00 © 
Paid for, Wetter eas ye Su Peels 0 a TOU Ks al es Pa a 5.00 


A motion prevailed that a committee be appointed in each 
church to raise money for the expenditures needed for the An- 
niversary which is to be held at W. U. A., Spindale, N. C., No- 
vember, 1924. The report of the Committee on Resolution of 
Thanks was made by Bro. J. G. Young. The report stood ap- 
proved by a unanimous vote of the Association. 


RESOLUTIONS OF THANKS 
Whereas, the pastor and his good people of the Pine Grove Bap- 
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tist Church and friend has spared no pains in taking care of this 
delezation and have put forth every means for our comfort while 
here. Be it resolved, that this Association extend to them sincere 
thanks and gratitude for such courtesy shown. 

We further recommend that this Association show their appre- 
ciation by a standing vote in token of the gratitude we have for 
them, and that this resolution be spread upon the face of the Min- 
utes. 

Respectfully submitted, 
REV. C. F. GINGLES, Chairman. 
W. M. NEELY. 
J. G. YOUNG, Secretary. 


Time having arrived for the Missionary Sermon, by request 
of the pastor of Pine Grove Church, Rev. R. D. Harris, Rev. E. 
A. Steward was asked to preach the Missionary Sermon. The 
choir sang, ‘Nearer, Still Nearer.,, etc. Following Rev. C. F. 
Gingles lined hymn No. 490 C. M., “I Am Not Ashamed to Own 
My Lord, or to Defend His Cause,” sung by the congregation. 
Rev. Steward as a Scripture lesson St. John 13:1-8, 14:4 verses. 
Rev. E. E. Hart addressed the throne of Grace. Second hymn 
No. 234 C. M., “Salvation, Oh the Joyful Sound,” was sung by 
the congregation. The Moderator introduced the speaker of the 
hour, Rev. E. A. Steward, who arose and gave for a text Genesis, 
26:34, “Fear not for I am with thee.”” Subject, God Will Be 
With You. From this text Rev. Steward kept our hearts aglow 
while the word of God accompanied by the Holy Spirit gave the 
power. The young man preached an excellent sermon. ‘‘Blessed 
are the poor in Spirit,’ was sung by the congregation. Rves.s 
Steward and Love solicited the collection, which amounted to 
10.20) 

A motion prevailed that this body stand adjourned to meet in 
its next Annual Session with the Shoal Creek Baptist Church, six 
miles South of Shelby, N. C., and two miles west of Earl, N. C., 
on Thursday before the Fourth Sunday in September, 1925. 
Doxology was sung by the Association. Benediction by Rev, E. 
A. Steward. 

Thus closed a very great session of the Ebenezer Baptist As- 
sociation, notwithstanding the downpour of rain which lasted dur- 
ing the session. The delegates and members and visiting friends 
attended in very large numbers. 

The good pastor and his lovely members and friends of the 
City of Blacksburg, S. C., nicely cared for the hosts. 

W. A. Roperts, Moderator. 
D. P. Oates, Secretary. 
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Moderator’s Address 


Brother Moderator,Ministers, Delegates and friends of the Ebenezer 
Baptist Association of Western North Carolina and Northern 
South Carolina, Greeting: 

It again becomes my humble and happy task to come before you 
to deliver my annual message. In the Providence of God we have 
met once more in this Association of this grand organization to 
scan the work of the past year, and to consider and line up work 
for another year, or for the future. 

Living in this electric age of this Twentieth century looking back- 
ward for more than 2,000 years and noting with accuracy that 
there has been a means or medium through which God has worked 
so as to affect the lives of men and women. The one most instru- 
mental, important and powerful in turning men from heathenism 
and idolitry to civilization and Christianity has been the church. 
The church is one of the greatest means of or factors in bettering 
the condition of humanity. It is as it were a Pearl of great price 
and worth which our forefathers brought that go to make up on 
the now existing church of our denomination as they came out from 
under the hand of slavery. The training they received from their 
masters may have been very limited as far as education was con- 
cerned. Yet, notwithstanding some of them had a vision and the 
eourse they took and the step they made had much to do with the 
destiny of our race today. The insittution most instrumental in 
the uplift of any race is the Gospel church. It has done more to 
enlighten the minds of men and women. It has been instrumental 
in making peaceful homes. The ‘Church lays the foundation for 
good homes from which may be brought good material to be mold- — 
ed into the hands of God for good. 

Who are the ones who are most instrumental in looking after the 
welfare of the homes and the training of the children for good, is it 
the men and the women of the world? Nay, you say not. It is 
that number that go to make up the church, those who have seen 
the Lord Jesus, and had a vision. 'We cannot forget the old Pion- 
eers who tailed and labored, who plodded their way over hills and 
mountains on foot with their baggage in their hands. Sometimes 
holding their meeting in sheep pastures. Some of these were the 
founders of this Association. As Rev. A. Ellis, Rev. S. Fox, Rev. — 
S. Hunter and Rev. A. Johnson, who has just been called a few 
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days ago from labor to reward. We can only say, rest from thy 
labor, peace be thy pillow. These and some others labored and 
toiled to establish a school in Western North Carolina. They did 
not see what it is today. But their vision has bequeathed a great 
blessing to the oncoming generation. These Christian men were so 
consecrated, made such a great sacrifice, lived in such a unity, and 
prayed such faithful and earnest prayers for a school in the West 
under God and Rev. R. J. Davidson, the School will soon and very 
soon become the West Point for our denomination. The church is 
a spring of pure, clear water, coming from a great and mighty 
source. The source of all good things. The church, like its foun- 


der, is on a missicn and cannot sit still. Some one may ask why do 
we meet in these annual meetings. I answer, it is necessary. 


The success and maintenance of all great movements of today are 
vouchsafed through these and indispensible agencies, organizations 
and training. They are the instrumentalities of the world’s suc- 
cess. It is the path to those lofty heights of idealism in it can be 
found a direct trace of all the world’s great men and women, both 
in church and state. It is the unchanged orders coming to us from 
the imperial throne of success. It is the only power that dispells 
from the shores of human civilization the ghost of superstition and 
ignorance. As we look upon the world today with its marvelous 
inventions and wonderful achievements, we can but deem it the 
result of every organization and material training. If I were to 
guide the footsteps of men or nations to the field of success, self- 
respect, honor and power, I would seek no other means than to or- 
ganize and train them. It is the chart and compass that must be 
_found upon every vessel that would sail upon the waters of our 
religious and political endeavors. From time innumerable the hu- 
man family has found its most substantial success in arts. Old 
Germnay, once the land of music, Greece the studio of rhetoric and 
oratory, Rome the Barrack of military arts, Palestine the song of 
the Prophets and seen of musicals. America, last but not least, the 
land of the free and the home of the brave, stands out in resplen- 
dent beauty equaling any nation in the world, all of which comes 
from organization and training. If, therefore, organization has 
proven to be helpful, why not lét us organize? If the commercial 
world has been made great by organization; if the political world 
has been made great by organization; I say, let every base and 
branch of the Christian chure hbe organized for the church is 
Christ’s kingdom on earth. The church, like its great founder and 
builder, must do something. It cannot sit still on the stool of do- 
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nothing. But must work the works of him who founded the church 
and started it on its mission. 


I have heard the remarks made that the Sunday School conven- 
tion and the Woman’s Auxiliary are parallel or stronger along the 
financial line than the churches or the Association. But, let me 
please congratulate and thank every organization of the kind for 
what you are doing. We pray the blessings of heaven upon you for 
you are only the church at work in the indulgence of training and 
organization in some forms. With it ancient Egypt for a number 
of years stood out in resplendent supremacy as the greatest nation 
of the earth. ‘Chaldia opened the gate of civil government to Asia, 
Babylon flourished like a garden, but when the reign of organiza- 
tion and training grew slack in her hand the beauty of the king- 
dom was spoiled. England with her Edwards, her Dukes and Earls, 
her houses of Parliament, her majestic Cathedrals, and her minis- 
ters of renown, all are but the product of organization and train- 
ing. France, that was once the galary of international vineyard of 
the Master. The mission of the church is so broad and powerful. 
It is like a great tree trunk, it is unknown how many branches like 
the Sunday School, B. Y. P. U., the Sunshine Band, the Young 
Men’s Laymen Movement, the old Men’s or Senior Movement, the 
W. I. C., the Christian culture course, and the Bible band and all 
others that come are only the branches of the ae and cannot 
exist if the old trunk dies. 


The church is the great medium to save the world; that is why 
this grand organization is doing so much for the school. The 
church is to work to prepare men and women to work in the future. 
Young men and young women who are intellectually and religiously 
prepared to get others to prepare for the Master’s kingdom. 


This, we all can do by working to build up our school, the West- 
ern Union Academy, a denominational school, a Baptist school, a 
school that must go on record as a rated school. Our school will 
not be a West Point, cannot be until it is installed as a rated school. 
I wish to appeal to every branch of the church to lfit up your voice. 
Go down in your purses, call on your treasurers, cry aloud and hold 
not your peace until God, who is rich, will make a way that our 
school will be a rated school. 

The time has come when the young men and young women who 
attend school want their time to count for something. If our school 
is a rated school, the girls and boys who go through school will be 
recognized by the state. They will be able to enroll in the summer 
schools and to enter colleges. 


May I appeal to this Christian Body to ask the co-operation of 
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other Christian bodies that we may so organize that in this school 
year our school may go on record as a rated school. 


Home Missions 


We pray that the time will soon come when this Association will 
be able to do more systematic home mission work. There should 
be some plan laid by which our field could be better organized. We 
are in great need of a system regulating the churches in our field. 
We must not forget our charitable organization. The Orphan 
Home, the Insane Asylum, the Organization of New Churches, and 
the support of the superannuated ministers and widows. 


Foreign Missions 


It is true we are doing much to save our own boys and girls in 
this land where the Bible is to be in every home, where the Gospel 
is sung and preached, where an altar of prayer is erected or should 
be in every home. But could we but stand upon the mountain of 
heathenism and see those who are living in ignorance and supersti- 
tion bowing down to idols, could we but hear the screams of the 
heathen babes as they are being fed to the crocodile. Can you hear 
the Macedonian cry, come over and help us? If you cannot give 
your thousands you can give the widows’ mite and the least you do 
for Jesus will be precious in His sight. 


Recommendations 


1. We recommend that each church renew the plan of the Penny 
system for Home and Foreign Missions. One penny each preaching 
Sabbath for Home. 


2. We recommend that a system or plan be put on foot in this 
sitting that we can make a strong pull and a fast, straight drive to 
Western Union Academy. 

3. We recommend that this Body ask the Executive Body of 
othcr co-operative bodies to meet at once to take steps to put the 


W. U. A. on the basis of a rated school. 
Yours submitted, 
W. A. ROBERTS. 
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Constitution as Revised 


We, the Missionary Baptists of Western North Carolina and 
Northern South Carolina, being convinced of the necessity of a com~- 
bination of the churches in order to promote the cause of Christ 
and to maintain and keep the rules of the Association, we therefore 
agree to the following rules: 


ARTICLE I 


Section 1. This body shall be called the Ebenezer Baptist Asso- 
ciation. 


ARTICLE II 


Section 1. The membership of this Association shall consist of 
delegates elected by the churches, and their pastors, and the dele- 
gates must have their membership in the bounds of the Association. 


Section 2. No church shall send more than three delegates. 


Section 3. AI] ordained ministers who are not too old, except the 
founders, who failed to attend the Association, their names shall 
not be put on the roll. Licentiate preachers subject to the same 
rule. - 


ARTICLE III 


Section 1. The officers of this Association shall be Moderator, 
Vice-Moderator, Recording Secretary, Corresponding Secretary, 
Treasurer and Executive Board. 

Section 3. The Executive Board shall act, when necessity calls, 
in the absence of the Association and report the same to it. 

Section 4. The Moderator shall preside at all meetings of the 
Association and sign all orders drawn upon the Treasurer. The 
Vice-Moderator may assume the same duties in the absence of the 
Moderator. 

Section 5. The Recording Secretary shall keep an accurate ac- 
count of all the proceedings, prepare minutes for the press and send 
same to various organizations. 

Section 6. The Corresponding Secretary shall do all the corres- 
pondence with other organizations. 


; 
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Section 7. The Treasurer shall give complete security for all 
monies trusted in his care. 


ARTICLE IV 


Section 1. Every Baptist church should support Missions, Edu- 
cation, Church Extnesion, etc. Therefore this Association shall re- 
quire such of them. 


Section 2. If any church that belongs to this Association fails 
to keep the rules of the Association it shall withdraw the hand of 
fellowship from said church. 


Section 3.. The Association shall have no right to infringe upon 
the sovereignty of the church rights as a body. 


Section 4. This Association will hold no church as a member 
who licenses a brother to preach who cannot read, spell and write 
reasonably well, and has a fair knowledge of the Bible and English 
language. 


Section 5. Any church becoming disorderly, the Executive Board 
shall investigate and if possible settle the matter or report the 
church to the Association. No complaint shall be heard from a 
church in the Association except through a committee. 


ARTICLE V 


Section 1. Whereas, the divorce law is greatly abused, and that 
God commands that husband shall have but one wife, and wife one 
husband. Therefore: Be it resolved, That this Association recognize 
no church which holds a husband with more than one wife and a 
wife with more than one husband, in its fellowship. 


ARTICLE VI 


Section 1. Every church shall pay annually to the Association 
$1.50. Those numbering over 50 members, $2.25. Those over 100 
members, $3.00. Those numbering over 150, $3.75. Those having 
200 members, $6.00, and so on. 


Section 2. Each member of the church belonging to this Associa- 
tion shall pay 15 cents annually and each minister 35 cents for edu- 
cational purposes. 

Section 3. All money collected during the Association, Sunday 
included, shall be used for Associational purposes, unless otherwise 
ordered ‘by the Association; and no money shall be paid ut until 
the close of the same. : 


Section 4. One-tenth of all money collected, except for deucation 
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during the Association, shall be given superannuated Ministers who 
are not in charge of a church; and at death to their widows. 


ARTICLE VII 


Section 1. This Association shall meet Thursday before the 
fourth Sunday in September and adjourn the following Saturday 
of each year. 


ARTICLE VIII 


Section 1. This Constitution may ‘be altered or amended by a 
two-thirds vote of the members present at any regular meeting. 


RULES @©FTORDER 


1. The Moderator shall preside and decide all questions or order 
subjects to appeal; he shall appoint all committees unless otherwise 
ordered and when two or more rise to speak at the same time he 
shall name the one entitled to the floor. Motions made and second- 
ed shall be stated by the Moderator previous to any discussion 
thereof. 

2. When a member is about to speak or command any informa- 
tion he shall rise and address the President, and confine his remarks 
to the subject under consideration. 

3. No person shall speak more than twice without leave from 
the body. 

4. No member shall absent himself from the Association without 
leave from the body. 

5. Brethren invited to seats shall have the privilege to debate 
but not voting. 

6. A motion for adjournment shall always be in order except 
when voting or a member is speaking, and shall be decided without 
debate. 

7. The minutes shall be read subject to correction at the com- 
mencement of every session immediately after organization. 

8. No member shall be allowed to sleep, spit on the floor, nor 
remain out of doors unnecessarily after organization. 

9. No brother shall be allowed to interrupt any one speaking, 
and all personality shall be avoided. 

10. Decency of speech shall be observed in all deliberations. 

11. Any brother violating these rules shall pay a fine of 10 cents 
for each offense. 

12. Any brother speaking otherwise out of order shall be called 
to order by the Moderator, should he refuse to obey shall be fined as 
prescribed in Article 11. 
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